
Abrahamic Transformations of Authority and 
Epistemology in the New Axial Age  

at the Discursive Hotspot Sex – Gender – Family  

Context 
The conglomerate of sex, 
gender and family has 
become a “locus ideolo-
gicus” of intra- and inter-
religious discussion and 
nego-tiations about reli-
gions’ (il-)legitimate space in 
politics. These controversies 
express deeply rooted 
conflicts of authority and 
epistemology around the 
question which sources 
legitimately create know-
ledge about the epistemic 
order and the corresponding 
socio-political order.  

Methodology 

Contextualization 
• Adapted Axial Age Theory 
• Authority, epistemology and  

social theory 
• Discursive traditions J/Chr/I  

 

Comparative Pol. Theology  
• Bringing the socio-poli-tical 

into comparative theology  
• Disourse comparison 

 

Theological Hermeneutics  
• Consequences for the re-

lation between reason/ 
revelation/social order?  

• Legacy of religious authority 
today, especially the socio-
political sphere?  

• Rethink authority, obedi-
ence, revelation with regard 
to the public significance of 
religious thought? Objectives  

• Frame J/Chr/I as belonging 
to one Abrahamic tra-
dition: overlapping dis-
cursive archive, different 
epistemic orders 

• Show how conflicts about 
sex, gender, family are 
conflicts between different 
epistemic orders and their 
concepts of authority 

• Develop a model of 
responses to the crisis of 
authority in J/Chr/I 

• Understand the epistemic 
value of religious know-
ledge and its entang-
lement with the making of 
the social order 

Shattered Orders 

Research Question 
How do Abrahamic religious 
traditions respond to the 
crisis of authority in the “long 
19th century” at the hotspot 
“sex, gender family”?  

Are there common argu-
mentative patterns?  

How are these important for 
today’s secular-religious and 
intra-religious conflicts over 
sex, gender and family?  

Hypothesis  

The argumentative and 
structural patterns that 
emerged in the “new axial 
age” of 19th century deeply 
influence contemporary 
conflicts about the relevance 
of religious authorities and 
arguments in the political 
sphere today. This is 
particularly visible in the field 
of gender, sex and family. 
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